
When the 
Church Prays

WA R M - U P 1.  Recall a time when you needed help badly.  
 How did you get out of the situation?

2.  What was one errand your parents gave you 
 when you were young?

3.  In doing a school project, do you prefer getting 
 help or doing it alone? 

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1.  Do you have a tough situation that you need  
 prayer for? Ask your group leader or anyone in  
 your group to pray with you.

2.  Do you regularly attend a small group or 
 a local church?  

3.  Would you like to pray for others more often?   
 You can join the regular prayer gatherings in your  
 local church. 

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.

© 2007 by Every Nation Productions 
All rights reserved. This discipleship group material may 
be copied for personal use but may not be republished, 
modifi ed, or sold in any manner without the prior 
written consent of Every Nation Productions. 



W O R D
5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly 
praying to God for him.  6The night before Herod was to 
bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the 
entrance. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and 
a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and 
woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell 
off Peter’s wrists.  

Acts 12:5-7
(See also Acts 12: 1-4, 8-17)

Because of boldly sharing his faith, Peter found himself 
in prison and was about to face trial that could 
mean his death.  But he was not alone.  The church 
earnestly prayed for him and God, through an angel, 
took Peter out of prison.  Here are three reasons why 
we should pray: 

1. Prayer is the key that God gave us to put 
His power into action.
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need.

Hebrews 4:16

16 . . . The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 
effective.  17Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the 
land for three and a half years.

James 5:16,17

There is power in prayer and God is the source 
of that power.  As His people, we have access to 
this power when we pray according to His will.  
Share a time when you had an answered prayer.   

                       

2. We have the responsibility to pray.
. . . pray for each other so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

James 5:16

I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a 
clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember 
you in my prayers.

2 Timothy 1:3

We are encouraged to bring our concerns to God 
through prayer,  but prayer is not just for personal 
needs.  We also have the responsibility to pray for 
others and for God’s will to be done in our time.  
How do we become responsible in our prayers?

3. Many people need prayers.
So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly 
praying to God for him.

Acts 12:5

Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the 
church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. 

James 5:14

Many people around us face tough problems, even life 
and death situations.  They need our prayers. Peter 
was set free from a well guarded prison and spared 
from possible death because the church faithfully 
prayed for him.  Are you currently praying for  
people?  Why? 
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